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Public consultation launched on Junction 24 data centre
Proposals for a new £1.5billon data centre by the M25 in Enfield have been announced today by Orbital Data Centres (Orbital).
The proposals will create two state-of-the-art data centre buildings along with offices and security infrastructure on land between the M25 and The Ridgeway, adjacent to Junction 24. 
Over half of the currently unused site will remain as green space, improved with new planting and landscaping, including 640 new trees, as well as wetland and grassland habitats, ponds and wildlife corridors. Two hectares (approximately five acres) of this green space will become publicly accessible with new footpaths across the eastern side of the site.
The buildings are being designed with an advanced ‘closed loop’ cooling system. This recirculates the same water to cool the equipment instead of continually drawing in fresh supplies, as happens with older data centres. This is a far more sustainable way to keep the data centre cool without wasting water.
The site – between the M25 and The Ridgeway – lies across two council boundaries: Hertsmere and Enfield. The Hertsmere half has been identified as a potential site suitable for employment use in Hertsmere Council’s draft Local Plan. The remainder of the site lies within Enfield Council, who sold the site to Orbital earlier this year.
Local residents are being consulted about the plans until the end of November. A website has been launched at www.Junction24DataCentre.co.uk, and two public exhibitions are being held from 2 to 8pm during November. These will take place at Wyllyotts Theatre (Monday 9th November) and West Lodge Park Hotel (Tuesday 10th November). 
John Doyle, Director at Orbital, said: 
“Data centres are critical national infrastructure due to the essential part they play in our day to day lives. Whether it is accessing the online banking or shopping, streaming videos at home or using the NHS app – all of this requires data centres.
“Our proposals will not only help meet the increasing demand for these data centres that keep our lives running in the background, but also represent an investment of over £1.5bn, will generate £6.8 million a year in business rates and create over 1400 jobs during construction, 170 during operations and support 85 more in the wider area.”
ENDS
Notes to Editors
1. If you have any questions, please contact Jacob at Jacob@realestatecomms.com or 07827 885541

2. Two drop-in events will be staffed by members of the project team for residents to ask questions directly and submit feedback in person. These will take place at Wyllyotts Theatre (Monday 9 November) and West Lodge Park Hotel (Tuesday 10 November). Both events will run from 2pm to 8pm.
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