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Hertsmere Arts and Culture Newsletter
Welcome
	[image: ]Welcome to our monthly newsletter, curated by me, Hannah, your Creative Strategy Support Officer. We're here to celebrate the vibrant creative endeavors flourishing in our borough and to keep you informed about exciting upcoming events.
In this edition, you'll find highlights from recent events and a sneak peek at what’s on the horizon. From captivating exhibitions to creative fashion shows, there’s a wealth of activities to discover. If you have any events or stories you’d like us to feature, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 
Together, let's continue to support the creativity and diversity that make our borough truly special.


	










 
				June/July Highlights
	[image: ]South Asian History Month
On Sunday 5 July, The Mayor of Hertsmere opened an exhibition at Bushey Museum and Art Gallery which celebrates South Asian Heritage Month. The exhibition is called "Unity in Diversity: A mixed media exhibition" and celebrates Hertsmere’s South Asian Communities, showcasing their rich history, vibrant culture, and significant contributions to the area. Visitors can explore a variety of exhibits, including traditional clothing, artifacts, and artwork that reflect the diverse heritage of South Asian communities.
The exhibition was opened by The Hertsmere Mayor, Cllr Parveen Rani and was attended by the Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Hertfordshire, a number of the county's mayors and chairmans and invited members of the community. Special guest artist Harvinder Malik was in attendance, who made the journey from India for the occasion. Malik’s artwork can be found throughout the exhibition. He was joined by former SunRise Radio presenter Ravi Sharma, a mainstay of the South Asian Community.
The day was rounded off by a public event in the Bushey Rose Garden that featured a Bollywood dance workshop and Yoga Session.
The exhibition is free to attend and can be found in the Jubilee Room and Cabinet in Bushey Museum during normal operating hours.
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	[image: ]Too Trendy! - Student Fashion Show at the Civic Offices
Last month, The Sewing Studio by Bunmi Okonhosted their first comeback fashion show, showcasing pieces from The Studio’s students that had been made throughout the year.The event was a celebration of creativity and skill, bringing together fashion enthusiasts, students, and families in a lively atmosphere. The venue buzzed as models walked the runway, each garment telling a story of inspiration and craftsmanship. From bold prints to delicate embroidery, the collection showcased the students' diverse talents and their ability to push design boundaries.
Guests applauded, appreciating the artistry and dedication in each piece. It wasn't just a fashion show; it highlighted the power of community and the importance of nurturing young talent. The event concluded with a speech from Bunmi, who expressed gratitude for the support from everyone involved. Hopefully we get to see many more pieces from the talent at The Sewing Studio.
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Elstree Screen Arts Academy hosted its inaugural Made Here Festival on 13 July. This event invited local creative businesses to showcase themselves to the students at ESA. We hope the festival was a success and that it will become a regular highlight on our calendars in the future.
	


Museum Corner
	[image: ]Bushey Museum and Art Gallery
Off The Wall
A unique exhibition of paintings and other artworks straight from the homes of local collectors, volunteers and Friends of the Museum. 
Discover a vibrant mix of styles, era and media - every piece with its own Bushey story. Expect suprises, personal favourites and a joyful celebration of art in everyday life!
Don't miss this rare chance to see what's usually kept behind closed doors!
Open Thursday to Sunday, 11am to 4pm. 
To find out more, visit: busheymuseum.org


	[image: ]Elstree and Borehamwood Museum
Ribbon of Dreams: Celebrating 100 Years of Elstree Studios
A fantastic new exhibition opened on 2 June and showcases props and costumes associated with Elstree Studios over the years. The star attraction is a working model of Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom where you can experience the nail-biting runaway mine car chase in miniature!
Open Tuesday to Thursday between midday and 6pm, and Saturday from 10am to 3pm.
To find out more, visit: elstree-museum.org.uk


	[image: ]Potters Bar Museum
The Railway comes to Potters Bar
Celebrating 175 years of the railway in Potters Bar and South Mimms. This exhibition features historic artefacts, posters, archival footage and period accurate model trains.
Open Tuesday and Wednesday 2:30pm to 4:30pm and Saturday 11am to 1pm.
To find out more, visit: pottersbarmuseum.org.uk
OPPORTUNITY: Potters Bar Museum is looking for A Level History students who might like to work on local history projects within the area, and could possibly be the next generation of Historical Society members. 
Get in touch to find out more.


	[image: ]Radlett and District Museum
Radlett and the Railway
Exhibition on the impact of the London Midland Railway on Radlett and district. 
In Radlett Centre until March, they are also re-running their display on local place names and pictures of the High Street.
Open Wednesday and Saturday between 10am and midday. 
To find out more, visit: radlettmuseum.com


	


Hertsmere Year of Culture 2027
Get ready for a year of celebration, creativity and community!
From January to December 2027, Hertsmere's Year of Culture will bring the borough to life with a vibrant programme of themed events, festivals, exhibitions, performances and community activities. Designed to celebrate our rich heritage, diverse communities and talented local creatives, there will be something for everyone to enjoy throughout the year.
Highlights will include:
· 12 months of themed cultural activities and events. 
· Opportunities to explore local arts, culture, heritage and community projects. 
· Celebrations showcasing the people, places and stories that make Hertsmere unique. 
Want to be part of it? Whether you're an artist, volunteer, community group, local business or resident, there will be plenty of opportunities to get involved. Keep an eye on the We Are Creative Hertsmere channels for announcements, event listings and ways to take part as we prepare for a year to remember!
Over the coming months, more information will be shared about the events, projects and opportunities planned for 2027. Whether you are an artist, performer, volunteer, community group member or simply someone who enjoys taking part in local events, there will be many ways to join the celebration.
Hertsmere's Year of Culture 2027 will be a chance to celebrate our communities, share our stories, showcase our talent and create memorable experiences together. We look forward to welcoming everyone as we make 2027 a year to remember. 
Upcoming Events
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